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Mr Hossein Talebi
Chargé d’Affaires a.i. of Iran
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
25 Culgoa Circuit, O'Malley, ACT 2606, Australia
Email: amb.office@iranembassy.org.au

Your Excellency
Reminder - Australia’s import conditions for plant-based foods to protect against khapra beetle
The Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry presents its compliments to the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran and wishes to call attention to Australia’s import conditions for plant-based food products, which are regulated hosts of khapra beetle (Trogoderma granarium; Annex 1.1). The application of these conditions will help ensure safe and compliant entry of these goods, especially when imported for cultural and religious observances. 
Australia has strict import measures for plant products to prevent the entry of khapra beetle from all countries. Australia considers Iran to be a target-risk country, where khapra beetle is known to occur (Annex 1.2).  
In preparation for Ramadan and other cultural festivals, we wish to highlight that khapra beetle import requirements also apply to food and agriculture goods imported in diplomatic bags. The diplomatic mission is responsible for ensuring that all plant-based products are declared and comply with Australia’s import requirements for khapra beetle, before dispatch. Please be aware that declared plant products will be inspected on arrival in Australia.
What plant products do khapra measures apply to?
Khapra beetle phytosanitary measures apply to many commonly traded food and agricultural products. These products are classified as ‘high-risk plant products’ and ‘other-risk plant products’. For your convenience several examples of these products are listed in Annex 1.3. 
What import conditions apply to plant products?
Plant products must comply with the full set of import conditions listed in Australia’s Biosecurity Import Conditions (BICON): https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0.


For plant products imported from Iran the key import conditions that apply to manage khapra beetle risks are summarised below:
Other-risk plant products are permitted for import, provided they are:
· inspected prior to export by a government official of exporting country
· accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate with the following additional declaration:
“Representative samples were inspected and found free from evidence of any species of Trogoderma (whether live, dead or exuviae) in Australia’s list of Trogoderma species of biosecurity concern”: https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/legislation/list-trogoderma-species
· inspected on arrival in Australia.
High-risk plant products are:
· Not permitted for import when imported via:
· unaccompanied personal effects (which includes diplomatic bags)
· low value (less than $1000) air and sea freight
· international mail articles.
· Permitted for import via commercial pathways, provided they are:
· treated offshore using an approved treatment option (e.g. methyl bromide), within 21 days of export
· inspected prior to export (after treatment) by a government official of exporting country
· accompanied by phytosanitary certification with specific additional declarations (refer to BICON)
· inspected on arrival in Australia.

Failure to meet these requirements may result in the products or container being re-exported or destroyed on arrival in Australia, at the expense of the embassy.  
We appreciate your cooperation and collaboration in safeguarding Australia’s biosecurity and extend our best wishes to you and your mission for a blessed Ramadan and joyful Eid. 
If you have any questions or require further information on this matter, please contact myself by email at Stephen.Malone@aff.gov.au.
Yours sincerely
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Stephen Malone
A/g Assistant Secretary 
Plant Import Operations

Annex 1.1. Import conditions for plant product hosts of khapra beetle
Australia has strict import conditions for plant products to prevent the entry of khapra beetle. A summary of the conditions can be found here: https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/plant/identify/khapra-beetle/urgent-actions.
 
Annex 1.2. List of khapra beetle target-risk countries
 Australia’s list of target-risk countries for khapra beetle can be found here: https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/plant/identify/khapra-beetle/urgent-actions#list-of-khapra-beetle-target-risk-countries.
 
Annex 1.3. List of plant product hosts of khapra beetle 
Khapra beetle phytosanitary measures apply to the following common food products:
Example ‘high-risk plant products’ include:
	Spices and seeds
	bean, celery, coriander, cumin, fennel, safflower, cucurbit, peanuts, pea

	Legumes and pulses
	lentils, chickpea, broad bean, faba/fava, mung bean, soybean

	Grains and cereals
	rice and wheat

	Dried chillies/capsicum
	 


 
Example ‘other-risk plant products’ include:
	Dried fruits
	such as dates, apricots, figs, raisins, sultanas

	Processed wheat products
	flour, semolina, breads, chapati

	Barley
	 

	Seeds, nuts, and dried vegetables
	other than those classified as high-risk plant products

	Powder, meals and flakes
	such as corn, lupin, chilli, cinnamon, cardamom, saffron, turmeric, ginger, hibiscus


 
For a full list of high and other-risk plant products, and the exemptions that may apply, please refer to the following webpages:
High-risk plant products list: https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/plant/identify/khapra-beetle/plant-products#list-of-highrisk-plant-products.
Other-risk plant products list: https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/plant/identify/khapra-beetle/plant-products#list-of-otherrisk-plant-products.
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